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SPOTLIGHT ON A HAM BY LORNA, KATRFED 
Mr. Sea-Pac; Al Berg; WB7SIC has 
been co-chairman of the convention 
since OTVARC became co-sponsor with 
the North Coast Repeater Assn. in 
198e. OTVARC was first involved 
the previous year when they agreed 
to take over eran sme for the then 
Called Seaside Convention. 


Al, along with his son Jon, WB7VWX, 
then aged 13, joined OTVARC at the 
club’s second organizational 
peeting in 1978. Al intended to 

> in the back of the room and not 
5 -£ too involved. However, he’s 
been President for two years, Field 
Day Chairman for three years; 
Newsletter Editor for six years, 
ARRG chairman for two years and is 
currently chairman for the 1988 
ARRL National Convention to be held 
in Portland. 


Not surprisingly; Al hasn’t 
operated HF for months. His last 
big event was a DX expedition to 
Belize in November, 1984. He 
reminisces that when Mark Nelson, 
AASDX called and asked if he wanted 
to make a trip, he replied "sure I 
want to make the trip and I want to 
Buy a new Cadillac tomorrow, too". 


AL BERG 
WB7SIC 


, 
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After family discussion it was 
decided that Provided the 
necessary funds came from 
alternative sources, he could go. 
SO, he worked at other jobs, even 
having a booth sellin eather 
goods at that year’s Reno . 
convention. That; with the sale of 
equipment won_as the second grand 


‘prize at Sea-Pac that year raised 


the necessary $1,200, 


Al enjoys woodworking, Campings 
photography and archery but most of 
all ham radio. As he explains it 
"I’m just not the same person. 

I’ve become so people-involved and 
I’ve made masses of friends. I’m 
willing to do so many more things. 
I can’t believe it has all 
happened. I wanted to sit back and 
not do much; but I would encourage 
anyone sitting at the back of the 
room to raise their hand and get 
involved. It’s a marvelous 
feeling". 


Al has recently changed jobs and 
after 30 years in the same field, 
finds it ironic that his past work 


bringing you the Home periecek 
Show which attracts 50,000 eople 
and the Childrens Learning Fair 
this year. 


He threatens that this year will be 
his last as co-chairman of Sea-Pac 
but offers his assistance in any 
way and iS concerned about keeping 
it going. As he says he wants to 
get back to the hamming side of ham 
radio, particularly learning CW as 
a novice all over again. 


Thanks for making this year’s 
convention and all previous 
conventions such a success. It’s 
an honor to have you as an OTVARC 
member. 


THE PREZ SEZ BY PAUL, WB&SHR 
Welcome to Sea-Pac 1987. This 
year’s convention promises to be 
one of the best ever. I hope your 
visit here is funs enjoyable and 
rewarding. There are a lot of fun 
things to do so don’t be bashful. 
Join in and have some fun. 


If you are here at Sea-Pac for the 
first time, don’t feel like you are 
alone. Sea-Pac is becoming a well 
known ham radio convention and hams 
come from all over the western 
United States including Washington, 
Idaho, California, Utah, Nevada, 
Montana, Arizona and even British 
Columbia. 


What attracts all these people? 

For some it is the exhibitor booths 
and discounted prices on new 
equipment. For other it is the 
large number of swap tables. And 
for the majority, it is the social 
and technical programs that keep 
our interest going. 


Who puts Sea-Pac together? Sea-Pac 
is operated by two clubs. The 
Oregon Tualatin Valley Amateur 
Radio Club and the North Coast 
Repeater Association do most of the 
work. A Sea-Pac committee pulls 
together the resources and people 
necessary to make it works; it takes 
a lot of volunteer effort and good 
leadership to make it happen. We 
owe a lot to people like Al Berg 
who spend countless hours of their 
personal time making sure all the 
details are taken care of. 


Will there be a Sea-Pac next year? 
Probably not. Next year the ARRL 
National Convention will be held in 
Portland and most local club 
resources will be applied to that 
program. Sea-Pac will be back in 
1989; however. 


Thank you for iad tea by the 
OTVARC booth. We hope you enjoy 
reading our newsletter and we would 
be happy to see you at any of our 
meetings. If you live in the 
Portland Metropolitan area, we 
encourage you to join our 
membership. 


CAMPERS CORNER BY TONY; KA72DE 

We had an ideal weekend at 
Kah-nee-tas; hot days and cool 
nights; excellent Swimming pool and 
patio area. Those in the group 
included Daves N7DWL and Marion 
with guests Guy and June who 
visited on Friday, Marvels KA7T2ZT 
and Roger; KAZVRNN with their guests 
Gene and Sallys Jim, KA7SOQ; . 
Willis, N7DZR and Norma and Bobbi 
and myself. 


Roel was hiking high above the 
hills of the campsite and ‘I was 
talking to him on Simplex. The 


ranger came over and asked me if I 

was 2n communication with the guy 

up there ay eee I told him I 

was - "well you Better tell him to 

get down quacks he’s in a 

restricted area and it’s infested 
with rattlesnakes". Needless to 
say many jokes were made about 

Roger ’s rattlesnake hunting. 


Next campout will be June 19-21 at 
Promitory Point on the Clackamas 
River, a different site than we had 
previously discussed. There’s 37 
tent sites, a nice covered area 
with stoves which we can use for 
the potluck and plenty of RV space. 
Also a fishing hole where kids may 
catch three fish per day and, of 
courses, the Clackamas River if the 
grownups want to fish or boat. 


I?ll reserve the usual ten RV sites 
so let me know, please, if you plan 
to come out with us. We can assure 
you of a good time and Bobbi is 
also planning something special for 
Fathers Day. 


MEMBERS UPGRADE TO HIGHER CLASSES 
Congratulations to Bill, KB7ANS who 
upgraded to Extra Class on May e. 
During that same VE test session 
George, WB7VWK passed his 
Technician exam, while Will, KE7OC 


good luck to all those 
at Seaside! 


A note of reminder: new FCC rules 
allow credit for both code and 
written test elements, Bone for up 
to one year following the exam. 
Like KE7OC aboves that means you 
can take (and hopefully pass) your 
written test on one day, then come 
back for the code later. The new 
rules provide alot more flexibility 
in pursuing higher class status. 
Why not give it a try. 


FIELD DAY AND COMMITTEES TO BE 
COVERED AS JUNE 10 MEETING PROGRAM 
With Field Day rapidl eppr een ae 
it’s time to coordinate all of the 
Club’s committees for a successful 
weekend operation. 


Dee; KA7NPN will give a slide 
presentation of previous FD ; 
outings, followed by a discussion 
of each committee’s role. 


The program will then be opened up 
to allow all members and guests a 
chance to visit with each 
committees to learn more about them | 
and to “sign up" for various Raines 
activities both at Field aad as 

well as during the rest of the 

year. 


MEMBERS CELEBRATE JUNE BIRTHDAYS 


Congratulations to these members 
celebrating June birthdays: 


f ry McDonald KATZVML June e@ 
~-nnis Souza KATZ7MDD 3 
Jim Bernklau W7IOI 7 
Stan Weinstein KX 7Y 7 
Darwin Durr K7PSD 8 
Hanford Van Ness KE7BB +3 
Bill Mckinney WDOGQU ie 
George Dover KA7UCI 14 
Lorna Campbell KATRFED 16 
Dennis Boyd KC7BE 17 
Ben Bunch N7BQN i8 
Bill Eppieck KB7ANS 19 
Jean Thombs KG7X 19 
Ron Magnus WA7GFE rapt 
Kathleen Raska KAT7ZIH el 
Dick Millager KATSPS ee 
Bob Orr KB7CC 23 
Ron Troudt K7TGD 23 
FOR SALE 


Yaesu FTdx 570 Transceiver; 80 
through 10 meters. $225. Icom 2AT e2 
meter handi-talkie with spare 
battery and cigarette lighter power 
cord. $140. Drake GRA receiver with 
extra crystals for_1.5 ~- 2.0 MHz, 
10..0 =" LO.S MHz and. 28.0 — 28.5 
MHz. $120. Call Bernies KQ7L; 
605-3992. 


THE OTVARC NEWSLETTER is published 
monthly By the Newsletter Committee 
of the Oregon Tualatin Valley 
Amateur Radio Club; Inc. 
Subscriptions are available only 
with membership. 


Dues are $10.00 Ber yet, and are 
prorated quarterly. There is a 
one-time initiation fee of $2.00. 


Meetings are held on the Second 
Wednesday cf each month at the 

Beaverton Elks Lodge, 3500 S. W. 
104 Avenue; starting at 7 pm. A 
buffet dinner is served at 6:15. 


All articles, letters, 
advertisements and material 
Submitted to the Newsletter are 
welcome; cutoff date is the 20th of 
the ae eel month. Please send 
ali club mai to: 


Oregon Tualatin Valley Amateur 
Radio Ciub;s P. O. Box 25545, 
Portland, Oregon 97225-0545. 


The opinions, views and 

recommendations of the Newsletter’s 

contributors are not necessarily 

geose of he -Clubs itts‘othicers or 
> Newsletter Committee. 


Lorna Campbell, KA7RFED Editor 
Jeff Freedman, K7IF, Asst. Editor 


Membership: 231 Circulation: 228 


OTVARC LOSES A GOOD FRIEND 

It is with great sadness that we 
report the passing of Lavonne } 
Drake, XYL of Rush, W7RM, following 
complications from heart surgery on 
April 30. 


Lavonne had been a frequent visitor 
to OTVARC meetings and area 
hamfests; always at the side of her 
husband, our ARRL NW Division 
Director and club member. 


We extend our heartfelt sympathy to 
Rush and his family. At their 
suggestion, rememberances may be 
directed to the Saint Vincent 
Hospital Heart Fund. 


ANYONE REMEMBER THE BISMARK? 

A few years ago; OTVARC used to put 
on monthly Bunny hunts —- hidden 
operators Sere) © lang periodic 
messages with the goal of being 
found somewhere in the local area. 


Direction finding (DFing) can be a 
very useful amateur tool; for 
Finding lost stations; sources of 
interference and the like. 


If nothing more than the pizza 
party afterwards to compare notes 
what do you think about reviving 
this popular activity? Please let 
your thoughts be known. Newcommers 
are Geercietly encouraged to 
participate. For more information, 
please contact Mark, N7CRQ. 


HELLO TO MEMBERS OUTSIDE THE AREA 
With all of OTVARC’s local 
activities, we tend to "misplace" 
our members spread throughout the 
state and country. To all those 
members; we want you to know you 
aren’t forgotten and we send you a 
big HELLG! 


Don WSARQ Esparto, California 
Bonnie KAT7APS Sep s0g* pe udls Oregon 
Bits WD6AST Hite Citys Oregon 
Dennis KE7BE Yakima, Washington 
Skip KCSBO Houston; Texas 
Steve N4BOS Lake Jackson; Texas 
Betty W7CPV Grants Pass, Oregon 


Jon NL7ZEN Kivalina;, Alaska 
Larry K7LJ Cupertino, California 
Victor KA7RKS Bangor, Maine 
Calvin W7SAN Mehamea, Oregon 


David KA7VIP Riverside, California 
Heru W3WVV Ferndale, Maryland 
Marge WA6&Z2PX Centervilles Ohio 


HEARD AROUND THE CLUB 
BY LORNA, KATRFD 


We are pleased to report that Jo, 

KA7MIE, 1S progressing well after 
surgery and hopes to be fit enough 
to attend her granddaughter’s 

gr pene non at the end of month. 
ob, KB7CC,; says Jo now welcomes 
phone calls from her OTVARC pals. 


Bob; KA7DYO, is recovering nicely 

from five-bypass heart surgery. . 

He’s still a "maybe" for Field Day 
- hope you’re feeling good enough 

to come out for an hour or two. 


Another "maybe" for Field Day is 
Dons N7DDK scheduled for hip 
chi on June 4. OQur thoughts 
will be with you. 


While on the subject of FD Greg, 
W7AGQ, plans to operate from Maui. 
He’s also hoping to visit the 
National Bureau of Standards in 
Puunene,; Hawaii and will write an 
article for a future newsletter 
about his tour of the station. 


Other deserters this year include 
Marty; KD7LA;,; Jerry; ND7T; John, 
NB7W and Steve, N4BOS. They’1l be 
rt ti from Triangulation Point, 
west of South Saddle Mountain. 

Good luck; guys! 


Congratulations to Martin, N7CYG 
and Teresa Schmid who were married 
a few weeks ago. We’re a bit late 
in gettingr this info in. the 
newsletter. Sorry about that. We 
understand Teresa is studying for 
her Novice ticket. Go get ’em kid. 


PUBLIC SERVICE BY RANDY, K27T 


This is the first public service 
report for 1987. We had a few 
quick runs on Sundays and I would 
like to thank Bud, KC7PS and Mike; 
KE7HS for helping me. 


The first big event was the KAO Keg 
Roll and I would like to thank Bud; 
KC7PS$s; Roy; N7DUJ$ Ron, KATSIKS$ 
Janet, WB7FIC; Don; W6AES and XYL 
Bettys5 Bill, KB7ANS$ Lorna; 
KATRED; Roger, KAT7TRNN3; Jeff, 
KA7AKU; Gary; WB7BBF and me. 


The weekend of May 2 there were 
three events. Help on the the 
Children’s Fair came from Bill; 
KB7ANS; Elaine; KB7ANT3 Dale, 
W7FBP5 Paul; WB7BBG and me. Next 
was the Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital Run and thanks go again to 
Bud, Lorna and Mike along with 
John; K7SHC and Jim; KB7ADH. Jim 
was the director of the Doernbecker 
Race and is also a director for 
Hood to Coast. Seeing our efforts 


at many events over the past couple 
of years was the determining factor 
in persuading him to get his ham 
licence. Finally that weekend was 
the Tigard clean up with Dave, 


N7DWL3 Roy, N7DUJ and Rick, KASOLH.7™ 


The next event was helping the Girl 
Scouts out at the Zoo. Jean, KG7X; 
Fred, KI7J and Bud and I worked on 
that one. 


The last one for this report is the 
Viking Classic with thanks again to 
Lorna, Bud, Mike; and me. By the 
way I think that Jim Schaeffer 
should wear hie runnings tights to 
one club meeting and I will 
Guat anree you it will brighten up 
he meeting. 


There will be more reports from now 
on as the rest of the year has many 
more events. 


APRIL FOOL’S CONTEST A BIG HIT 

At least 40 stations ba Soanee ceo 
in the first annual OTVARC 10 Meter 
April Fool’s SSB Contest held the 
evening of April 9. 


Previously; the contest was held in 
the Two Meter "FM Simplex" subband. 
However, with recent enhanced 
BU ages Granted to Novices and 
echnicians, the move to Ten meters 
was a natural. A number of "DX" 
stations were logged; from 
Vancouver, Washington to Albany, 
Oregon - anowsing how durable the 
band is —- even during a sunspot 
cycle low. 


Of the stations logged by the 
various. participants, 13 signed as 
Novice or Technician; an excellent 
first-time contest turnout. 


Somewhat surprizing; however, the 
Contest Committee received very few 
cos from those participants. The 
following are the scores from those 
logs received: 


NB'7W 885 Points 
K7IF 27 
KAT7ZDE 448 
KA7KIR/T ase 
KE7BB 1770 
WB7FIC/T 144 


Coug! seule eos to John, NB7W who 
will receive a special plaque at 
the June meeting as first Pate 
winner; as well as Brian; AT7KIR 
who will receive the first "Golden 
Mike" trophy as top scoring 
Novice/Technician class winner. 


The next scheduled contest event 
will be the Rus bY Bey CW Contest on 
September 10 in the 15 Meter 
Novice/Technician CW subband. 


™~ 


MAY BOARD MEETING NOTES 

Treasurer Susan, N7EPE indicates 
here is a balance in the coffers 
om $1,033.91. 


Terry, WB7CHK reported that the 
receiver Project Nite was a great 
success, with participants coming 
from all parts of the tri-county 
area. 


Congratulatins to Hanford Van Ness; 
KE7BB, who has agreed to chair the 
By Laws committee. Kudos also to 
Sandie Ballard, KB7AHX who has 
volunteered to lead the Social 
Committee. There is a possibility 
of Sow eheae the Emergency Service 
and Public Service groups into one 
all-encompassing committee. There 
was some discussion regarding a new 
membership promotion committee 
and/or group to serve as a resource 
to new members. Consensus that the 
Peeves: ton Coop og’ a. group serves 
as subcommittee of Social 
Committee. 


Dave, W7LJN will be recognized for 
his contribution of 2 meter 
amplifier and UHF equipment, prior 
to his departure for Seattle. 


ARRL SPONSORS BICENTENNIAL EVENTS 
Pu read it here first folks! The 

RL has just announced a year-long 
series of activities designed to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary 
af the signing of the US 
Constitution. 


The "We the People" Worked All 
States (WAS) award will be 
available for operators contacting 
stations using a special 
Bicentennial preter. Each state 
will be oe de le to put the 
Bicentennial prefix on the air for 
one week -- as close as possible to 
the date of entry into the Union. 


The State of Oregon has been 
alotted the period from ey 
13-19, 1988. Since OTVARC usual y 
celebrates Oregon’s statehood with 
it’s Valentine’s Day special event 
operation, we have registered the 
club to participate that week. 


Stations around the country will be 
signing with a "200" prefix. K7IF 
will operate 80 through 10 meter CW 
and SSB and 2 meter FM as OTVARC’s 
special station using the call 
K200JF. All club members are 
welcome to operate and contact the 
special station that week. 


fe Bicentennial celebration will 
. sckoff September 17, 1987 (the 
‘date the Constitution was approved 
by state delegates) with two 
special event stations in 
Philadelphia and Washington, DC. 
The activities will last until 
December 31, 1988. 


‘see fine é TRANSCEIVERS ; 
ste . COMPUTER KEYEPOSRRDS 
covecings! *SMATEUR RADIO EQUIP. 
" . VIDEO RECORDERS 
. OFFICE EQUIPMENT 
EFathy & Gil Brentley 
. OL Bose OETSO Res: S07-TT4-2924 
artland, OR STAN HTpDcs 
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SUITE 310 BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING 
310 S. W. FOURTH AVENUE 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204 


WARREN KNIGHT, NB 
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KEENE 
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WEDDINGS 
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1822 S_ W. MADISON 


224-4410 PORTLAND, OREGON 97205 


AID IN 


ae EMERGENCIES 


COME FLY WITH US 
CIVIL AIR PATROL 


SUPPORT C.fa.P. - GET LOST ! 


JANET BELL WBYFIJIC 648-8621 Days 


Specislizing in Personalized 
Covers For- 


KAGIL 


DX FOR BEGINNERS AND OTHERS 

BY GREG, W7AGOQ 

Last time we talked about the three 
cardinal rules of DX: listen, 
listen (and) listen. At this point 
you may have listened some but were 
unsure of just what you were 
hearing. 


Call letters or a call sign series 
are assigned by the International 
Telecommunications Union. The ‘ 
United States. for instance has all 
the series "AAA-ALZ, KAA-K2Z, 
NAA-N2Z2Z and WAA-W22." All stations 
operating under U. S. authority 
will use call letters from one of 
these series. Other countries have 
Similar assignments from the 
alphabet and/or numerals. 


Many stations you might hear do not 
indicate their QTH. In order to 
determine where they are, you need 
a handy source; generally hams use 
the Radio Callbook. This is simply 
a listing of virtually all the 
amateur radio licenses in the 
world. Because there are SO many; 
it takes two books - and they are 
expensive. Both North American and 
International Editions set me back 
$25.00 EACH. Both have in excess of 
1,000 pages. For the beginner or 
casual listener that’s quite an 
investment; fortunately. there is 
an easier way. 


You can use the ARRL DX List which 
is available for a buck from the 
League. Also; Hel log books and 
all, even old callbooks can give 
you sufficient information for all 
but the newest or most exotic 
calls. For those unusual, special 
or contest calls;.get ahold of 
either callbook edition for the 
last few years or so. Look toward 
the front of the "Table of 
Allocation of International Call 
Sign Series." The only thing you 
ney be missing will be the very 
latest assignments for neeeh 
independent nations. For $50 saved; 
Ou can probably get along without 
nowing that Brunei is now VBA-VB2Z 
and not the old VSS. 


Some countries assign certain 
letters or numerals to operations 
from a particular possession or 
ee of their country. In the 

- Se.» if you were not a "7" to 
operate from the northwest you used 
to be required to use a " 
(portable) 7." VK& is Western 
Australia, VKe@ is several thousand 
miles away in New South Wales 
(Sydney-area). The Russian system 
of allocating call letters to 
particular areas has just been 
revised. You won’t find it in the 
Table of Allocations, but here it 
is: 


The first letter must be E; R or U. 
A second letter of As; Ns V;,; Wor 2 
plus the numeral 1,;3,4 or ‘6 
indicates European Russia. Those 


same first and second letters plus 

the number e indicates Kallingrad. 

The same letters plus the number 9 

or 9O indicates Asiatic Russia. The 
only exception I know of is the | 
same first two letters plus "“1P" : 
which is Franz Josef Land. A first 
letter of E, R or U plus a second 
letter will tell you where the 


station is. For example: 

WG. -iehisi 2 Sno Soa Vere o ot ae eee White Russia 
ASTD)? Sess: cords aun ah, 6 eases we cat Sera »-. Azerbaijan 
LIE i naar. wee wel ae Wileet a erieriee Sa ~e... Georgia 
RIG. eee a wale len gn eS nee art aa aee »- Armenia 
RTT > eich ce: cee Sana ote a rere ee aa ae oe ee Turkomen 
dikes “as Bie Syed ee cee ale cae aera etra ENRON. Ow Uzbek 
Tt ecg eNHs ole rar Gre 6 ecw ote Se aoe a eee Tadzhik 
WL. sete yw’ Ss Ber ak bce eee es We ees Kazakh 
LIM se os a Wwe SW 0 8 a cas oh Ser wits oe--e-- Kirghiz 
RIG. Sehidt aise te Bt eS a ik ie arlene cate eee oe Moldavia 
S| ee ee eee ee ee Lithuania 
LID: 64-4 Sere S Bh an oor Seite ta lense ewe we ee Latvia 
CURR os ees See ener od: cite ee ee ee ee Estonia 
LIB ET 6. RIN nod. ice! ota cee eres Ukraine 
i Gn eee eeeee SOViet Antarctic 


If you think that’s confusing, 
understand that they used to have a 
different system based on letters 
and numerals that had suffered 
piecemeal changes over the years. 


One more brief bit of information. 
Have you ever been upset to hear, 
say a 4X4 and think you were 
hearing the mideast,; only to then 
copy "portable Wé." As IT understand 
the new international suggestion or 
regulation, the "portable W6" would 
come first followed by_the 

eperetcl es call sign. Thus, the 
above example could be "W&/4X4AA." 
This will at least tell us right 
off where the station is operating. 


FIVE YEARS AGO THIS MONTH: 

Our aardvark mascot ("the little 
man") designed by Carl, KA7GHR 
first appeared on our Newsletter 
banner. 


Stan, W7NI presented a program on 
Field Day contesting, complete with 
live QRM demonstration. 


New members welcomed: George Gale, 
WB7PPY (now KD7GJ); Jerold 
Aaronson, WA7UQA; Sherrill Smith, 
KA7KNG and Art Pedersen, KA7LCS. 
Total membership stood at 191. 


Marty, KA7CTP (now KD7LA) led a 
group of OTVARC members in helping 
out with the Portland State Viking 

Run. That same day, another OL Ovr 

poeta communications for the 
Pilepsy Foundation. 


Dave; W7LIN won the Clark County 
bunny hunt. 


, 


The 1982 Seaside Ham Convention was 
declared a rousing success. 


FIELD DAY 1987 BY DEE, KATZNPN 


The 1987 Field Day site is located 
adjacent to the main overnite camp 
site on the East end of Champoeg 
Mate Park. A paved loop road 

ters the core area of the group 
site and a path on the west end 
leads to the cook shack and 
Facilities. 


There are several options available 
for campers at Champoeg. if. you 
attend for day use only the charge 
is $1.00 per car at the entrance 
gate, good for all day. 


For overnite campers in the group 
area, the charge is $2.50 per 
night, collected by OTVARC - who 
will then pay the Park Ranger. 
There is room for about 35 rigs in INSIDE THE SPACIOUS COOK SHACK 
the open areas which have no 
hookups. There is also plenty of 
space for tents. If we have 
additional needs, there is an 
adjacent overflow area ata 
slightly higher fee. 


Those who would like full hookups, 
the regular camp area charges $8.00 
per night - go early. This area is 
adjacent to the group area. 


Setup starts at 12:00 Noon Friday; 
operation starts 12:00 Noon 
Saturday and teardown is 12:00 Noon 
Sunday. Whatever your selection is 
aor Field Day sites or location —- 
joy and heave a good time! 


Here is some of the scenery around 
our Field Day Site. 
LOOKING TOWARD THE OPERATING AREA 


KRG 1982 OTvAkc Fiecd DAY SITE Nor TO Sacg 
Are Pye 
‘ 


GRouP FACKITS 


DMB CSG x cr ctor, & \\ 


NEW MEMBERS CORNER 

BY KATHRYN; KA7UMB 

Welcome to our new members who 
includes: 


Ken Hart, N7JASs Technician class 
license; is a telecommunicetions 
engineer with Pacific Northwest 
Bell. He and his wife, Judy, are 
Beaverton residents. Kken’s 
interests include Packet; SSTV, 
VHF/UHF, Design/Experimenting and 
training. He also listed 
photography as a hobby. 


KEN HART 
N7JAS 


Pamela Allyn; KA7Z2V2, Novice class 
license. Pamela is a delivery 
driver for UPS and is interested in 
DX. Her hobbies include gardening; 
travel and foreign pebleet = study. 
As she is a newl licensed ham; 
Pamela hasn’t yet obtained her 
"radio of choice". We’1ll be happy 
to help out! 


Gregory C. Mottau, KB7ADV; Novices 
is a life insurance agent with 
Mottau & Co., Inc. Hisywife is 
Sandi. Greg: an ARRL member; is 
interested in CW, VHF/UHF, 
Satellite, MARS, DX; 
Design/Experimenting and training. 
His hobbies include boating, gol 
and racketball. 


GREG MOTTAU 
KB7ADV 


Grattan J. English; KA6HGY/7, 
another Novice; 1S a retiree 
married to Anne. He 1S interested 
in SSB; CW and antennas. His 
hobbies include photography; 
printing and music. Hey; editors;s 
he is also interested in being on 
the newsletter committee. 


Welcome also to Deborah B. Smith, 
KA2IPT, Novice licensee. She is a 
teller at the Hillsboro branch of 
Oregon Bank. Her interests include 
CW, training and building. Deborah 
is am OMSI volunteer "explainer" 
and a Dr. Who fan —- maybe she can 
explain Dr. Who to me! 


DEBORAH SMITH 
KAAIPT 


Ray Franco; KB7AGG, Technician 
class license, is a lab technician 
with Unocal. He and spouse Judy 
live out Aloha way. Ray expresses 
interest in VHF/UHF, DX, 
eee ee eae and training. 
His hobbiess other than e-meter 
radio, include kids baseball and 
Bhoregeane - Ray was a member of 
andy’s; KA7HIJT, Novice class. 


George Nelson, WB7VWK, Technician 
class; is an installer with AT&T. 
He is an ARRL member with interests 
in SSB, VHF/UHF, computers, etc. 
His hobbies include boating and 
relaxing (aren’t they the same?). 


On behalf of all OQTVARC members; we 
are happy to have you on board. We 
look forward to seeing you either 
at the regular meetings or at one 
of the many events scheduled for 
this summer. 


STANLEY HAMM ON TOWERS-PART VI 
BY STAN; W7NI 


raQwer companies are reluctant to 
— Ovide much data to do-it-yourself 
vower installers. And the reason, 
you will recall; was that in the 
event of a failure in the system, 
if someone gets hurt, there is 
almost always a lawsuit. The tower 
manufacturer is bound to be named 
in the suit and lots of times have 
to pay damages for ridiculous 
reasons. I can’t honestly ay that 
the following story is absolutely 
trues but what I know about the 
results of some lawsuits makes me 
tend to believe it. 


It seems the job was to remove a 
tower on the roof of a building. 
Tt was about 70 feet high with 
three sets of guy wires. The 
antennas had already been removed. 
The inexperienced climber reached 
the lowest set of guy wires first 
and removed them. When he reached 
the next set of guy wires and 
removed them, the tower was very 
wobbly but remained standing. 


It was at the top when he removed 
one of those guy wires that the 
tower finally roppsce to the 
ground. The climber was seriously 
injured when he struck his head on 
impact. The injury was permanent 
ead the man became somewhat of a 
‘ers (There are those of us 
wno thought he must have been a 
vegetable before he went up the 
tower in the first place.) 


In the lawsuit that followed, the 
man’s poor ore en wife hired an 
attorney who took the position that 
the tower company had failed to 
prov eee specific instructions on 

Ow to dismantle the tower and 
therefore was negligent and caused 
the accident. Poor grieving wife 
vs. multimilllion dollar tower 
company...who do you think won? On 
advice of their attorney; the 
company settled out of court for a 
huge sum of money rather than lose 
in court. 


The cards are really stacked 
against a large company in accident 
cases such as this. There seems to 
be less liability in not providing 
information. I don’t think we can 
look to the tower companies for 
much help in the foreseeable 
future. 


Tower bases is another good subject 
to discuss. The requirements are 
quite different for guyed and 
unguyed towers rege I’ve never 
een this clearly spelled i 


. ¢ commercial tower literature. 
In the unguyed case, the base is 
all that holds it up unless it is 
bracketed to a building. We’11 
discuss brackets later. 


Anyways Rohn supplies ; 
recommendations and dimensions for 
several bases at no charge. Many 
of them use steel reinforcing bars 
and several yards of concrete. For 
a guyed tower, the base serves two 
basic purposes: 1. To keep the 
bottom of the tower from moving 
north, south, east or west. 2. To 
keep the tower from sinking down 
into the ground. 


For most ham towers up to 100 feet 
or sO, a Base which extends three 
feet below the surface is adequate 
to keep the tower from moving. ; 
around. To keep it from sinking it 
should have an area of two or three 
square feet. A hole two feet in 
diameter and three feet deep should 
be ample. Most of the space in the 
hole can be filled with 
softball-sized rocks with some 
concrete fill in the spaces. Two or 
three bags of hardware store 
ready-mix should do it. 


There are several different steel 
tower bases available on the 
market. I prefer the very simple 
short base section which is very 
inexpensive and is set directly in 
the concrete when it is poured. : 
There are hinge base sections which 
cost three times as much money and 
are generally exercised once...at 
initial installation. 


There are also flat bases which are 
supposed to bolt down to a flat 
concrete surface. The problem here 
is that much more skill in working 
with concrete is required. "J" 
bolts most be positioned just right 
in the concrete and the surface 
must be flat and truly level. 
Compare this to simply attaching a 
tower base section to the first 
section of tower and standing this 
eeupey tower vertically in the | 
freshly ang hole. It will be 
temporarilly guyed with light 
“clothesline” rope and checked for 
straight up and down with a 
carpenter’s level. Concrete and 
rocks will be placed around the 
base section. Anybody can do it! 


MAN IN MOTION COMPLETES JOURNEY 
Rick Hansen, a paraplegic from 
Vancouver; B. C. has just completed 
a 25,000 mile sround=the-wor | 
wheelchair trip; including visits 
to 34 countries on four continents. 


OTVARC members will recall 
assisting Rick with communications 
from Longview to Roseburg about 24 
months ago. During the trip, Rick 
collected nearly eight million 
dollars for spinal cord research. 


Segre uke 1enS to Rick and the 
OQTVARC crew who helped with the 
success of this project. 


ADVENTURES INTO PACKET - PART ITI 
BY VAN; KE7BB AND JIM; AE7W 

By now Van had had 3 couple of 
Packet QSOs and was feeling smug! 
Jim’s equipment arrived and was 
wired in; he now used Van the 
"expert" as the sympathetic TNC for 
a first Q50 on e-meters. Jim was 
first to get the TNC hooked up to 
the HF rig. We ran a couple of 
preliminary checks on the air to be 
sure that all was OK. Van could’ 
only listen, as all of the wiring 
had not been completed to his HF 
rig. 


Jim soon found out that using the 
RTTY mode of the HF rig wasn’t 
having good results, so he used the 
mike connector and audio signals 
from the TNC. With this 
combination and tuning the rig to 
one of the 20 meter Packet 
frequencies, 14,103.5 KHz and 
typed: "C WH&BFT" (only the C in 
connect needs to be entered). 
>>>CONNECTED WHS6&BFT Good Afternoon 
from Maui" came back. Another 
"new" frontier conquered (7?) Since 
then we have had numerous contacts. 


Now for a couple of rhetorical 
questions. What good is Packet and 
are there any real advantages to 
it? From the standpoint of the 
newly converted we feel qualified 
to offer a few observations. 
However, these are tentative and 
subject to change as our experience 
widens and as Packet radio itself 
grows and expands. 


For serious or casual rag-chewing;, 
Packet will never come up to SSB or 
2 meter voice FM. It is too slow; 
it requires the user to pay too 
much attention to his output 
device, namely the terminal screen. 
Even greater attention will have to 
be given the terminal keyboard. 
This will be painfully clear to all 
of us who are lousy typists! Also 
with the spoken word extra nuances 
or emphasis can be eg ale by 
voice that can never be 
approximated with the written word. 
In principle, it is not too 
different from CW, although the 
technique is different. I imagine 
"dyed-in-the-wool" CW operators 
would blanch at such an idea.) 


Another aspect which has made 
itself very clear is that Packet 
requires that the communication 
channel be in goo" shape. That is 
conditions must be good. This 
makes a bit of sense when you think 
of the amount of information 
exchanged at 1200 baud. The 
linear has been a big help on HF. 
CW still has its place as the mode 
that will make it through when the 
going gets rough. 


The good news is; however, for 
information transfer that one 
wishes to keep for some period of 
time, Packet offers the best 


possible choice for the radio 

amateur this side of the registered 
U.S. Mail! This would include 
contents of Packet bulletin boards, 
computer programs written in some ™™ 
source code, e.g. BASIC or PASCAL 

or anything else that is out there 
up-for-grabs. 


One of the big uses, perhaps more 
in the future as Packet radio grows 
among the amateur population, will 
be traffic handling. Permanent 
records both typed and on magnetic 
disks will be available for as long 
as necessary for confirmation as 
what was sent; whens statian of 
Origin and relays. In emergencies 
where large volumes of health and 
welfare traffic exist, this feature 
could be very useful. 


This column and the previous 
columns of this series were written 
using the text editors on the 
authors’ computers and then edited 
versions were sent back and forth 
Via Packet radio. This appears to 
be Packet’s greatest advantage, the 
sending of text where an accurate 
copy at the other end is necessary. 


In any event, Packet radio is an 
interesting mode of communication 
to experience and experiment with. 
Its full potential lies in the 
future. ight now there are plenty 
of amateurs developing new uses, 
better operating procedures and 
best of all some sort of frequency 
assignment conventions for use on 
the high frequency bands where it 
is sorely needed. 


This finishes our series on our 
adventures in getting started in 
Packet radio. There is still a lot 
to learn in this new area of 
amateur radio. We will continue to 
try different features. We would 
like to take this opportunity to 
invite any other hams who are 
interested and would like to try 
one of these features, to think of 
uS aS a source of encouragement and 
receivers of information. Also we 
invite any of you who have 
questions to send them either to us 
or the editors and we will try our 
hardest to get an answer for you 
and pass it on in a future column. 


LOCAL TEN METER NET RELOCATES 

In response to the overwhelming 
success of new activity in the 10 
meter Novice/Technician SSB 
subband, the City of Roses Chapter 
of Ten-X International has moved 
their net frequency to 28.450 MHz. 
The group has introduced a new 
Monday evening session at 7:30 pm; 
in addition to its Saturday morning 
net at 9:00 am. For more details on 
the Ten-X group contact Alan; KO7B. 


CLUB RESOURCE DIRECTORY 
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Paul Lucas WB&SSHR 641-8703 
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woger Steyaert KT7RXV 642-1419 
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Jeff Freedman K PIF 297-7965 
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Susan Benson N7EPE 640-1989 
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Al Berg WB7SIC 640-5456 
Terry Biggs WB7CHK 648-3687 
Randy Cobb KA7HIT 549-5066 
Dee Lynch KATNPN 646-4580 
Greg Milnes W7AGQ 648-6990 


BY LAWS COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON 
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CONTEST COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON 
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EMERGENCY SVC COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON 
Appointment Pending 


WSLETTER COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON 
rna Campbell KA7RFD 297-1175 


PUBLIC SVC COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Randy Stimson K27T 297-1175 
Bud Butterfield KC7PS 649-1523 


SOCIAL COMMITTEE CHATRPERSON 
Sandie Ballard KB7AHX 234-9441 


TECHNICAL COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Terry Biggs WB7CHK 648-3687 
Dee Lynch KAT7NPN 646-4580 
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JACKETS See Treasurer 
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Randy Cobb KATHIT 649-5066 
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Newington, Connecticut 
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Rush Drake W7RM (206) 263-3048 


ARRL NW DIVISION VICE DIRECTOR 
Bill Shrader W7QMU 773-8624 


ARRL OREGON SECTION MANAGER 


Randy Stimson K27T 297-1175 
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Bob Orr KB7C 297-2732 
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Stan Weinstein KX7Y 635-6883 
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Wes Allen K7WWG 649-3295 
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Al Berg WB7SIC 640-5456 


WASHINGTON CO EMERGENCY COORDINATOR 
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NORTHWEST AMATEUR RADIO COUNCIL 
Greg Milnes W7AGQ 648-6990 


STILL OREGON’S ONLY 
FULL TIME 
AMATEUR RADIO 
DEALER! 


@alicom)] KENWOOD 


“Yaesu TELEX. 
@ «pga 


We Support Local Club Activities! 
Consignments Trades 


VOBYEGDL 1% Club 


i ADO Rebate 
1234 S.W. Stark Stree GMPPLY 


Portland, Oregon 97205 
Telephone: (503) 228-8647 

Your Local Ham Headquarters 
For Over 30 Years! 


AMATEUR RADIO RELAY GROUP, INC. 
FRINGING RNO BINDING IS GUR P. O. Box 10031 Portland, Oregon 97210 


SPECIALTY 


DAN'S CUSTOM 


CARPET SERVICE 
PHONE: 775-5513 


rris S. E. 32ND AVE. 
PORTLAND, OR 9°266 


SOUTH SADDLE MOUNTAIN 
147.32 (+ offset? autopatch 
449.225 <«-— of Fset) 
CHANNEL 6 TU TOWER 
147.04 (+ orfset? asutopatch 
$49.325 (- offset) 
MOUNT HOOD 
147.12 «+ of F=et) 


2en MHz Repeaters On the air Soon 


DAN DOBSON 
KRYZ 


FULL DUES #20 ASSOCIATE DUES 412 


En data 
systems Come celebrate Heath/Zenith's and Apple's 

AUTHORIZED OEALER 10 years in the computer business! 
A a th Portiand (Tigard) Renn 0 

te. “ 10115 S.W. Nimbus Ave. 

<a ) \ Ci Nimbus Center : , 
ae : 503-241-3776 cewres é Anthonzed Dealer 

Apple and Zenith credit OPEN: 10:00-7 M-F 


10:00-5 Sat. 


'% MATH ° 
Heath gé ee 


Apple and the Apple togo are registered trademarks of Aopie Compyger. inc Macintosh 2nd AppleTalk are trademarks cl Apple Con:puter Inc am, 


cards accepted. 


Oregon Tualatin Valley Amateur Radio Club 
P. 0. Box 25545 : 
Portland, Oregon 97225-0545 


Address Correction Requested 


